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WHAT’S HAPPENING
GAIL ANTHONY

GAIL
ANTHONY
SLIDE INTO SUMMER
Perth’s Outback Splash has launched a new
six-storey waterslide tower, just in time for
summer. It features four epic new slides —
two raft slides, The Wall and Blackout, an
enclosed golden speed slide, Gold Rush, and
WA’s fastest body slide, aptly named The
Wedgie. Open seven days, 10am-5pm.
Details: outbacksplash.com.au.

PUPPET SHOW
Some of Spare Parts’ most experienced
creative artists will present Antoine de
Saint-Exupery's timeless classic The Little
Prince from January 13 to February 1 at Spare
Parts Puppet Theatre in Fremantle. The
delightful puppet show will entertain both
children and adults.
Details/tickets: sppt.asn.au or 9335 5044.

For a chance to
win one of five
packs of these
three books, ask
an adult to visit
thewest.com.
au/win, and
enter the code
word “Crow”
plus their details
by Friday at
3pm. Prizes
must be
collected from
Newspaper
House, 50
Hasler Rd,
Osborne Park.
Conditions
online.

YINTI SERIES
By Pat Lowe and Jimmy Pike
Magabala Books, $13 each
New editions of the three
books in the Yinti series written
by Pat Lowe and Jimmy Pike are
now available. Yinti is a traditional
Walmajarri Aboriginal boy
growing up in the Great Sandy
Desert in the remote north-west
of Australia. Desert Child, Desert
Dog and Desert Cowboy include
details of his life as a young boy
through to when he becomes a
skilled station worker as an adult.
Yinti doesn’t have any contact
with white people until the end of
the first book. Fascinating insights
into the Walmajarri culture are
revealed to the reader. The stories
are based on people and events
Jimmy Pike told Pat Lowe he’d
experienced in his life.
• For ages 9+.

RISE OF THE MYTHIX:
GOLDEN UNICORN
By Anh Do
Allen & Unwin, $15
Australian author, actor,
comedian and artist, Anh Do’s
latest offering is a fantasy
adventure illustrated
throughout with engaging
drawings. In Rise of the
Mythix: Golden Unicorn, angry,
evil William James aka the Soul
Collector has accumulated
“treasures from all of history,
all of legend”, including people,
that are unusual, beautiful or
unique. But they are never
enough to satisfy the villain.
Meanwhile, all teenager Kelly
Swift wants to do is fit in and
not be noticed, but she is
discovering she has exceptional
abilities . . .
• For ages 9+.

FUNNY BONES
By various authors,
illustrators
Allen & Unwin, $25
Some of Australia’s funniest
children’s authors, illustrators
and media personalities have
come together to create Funny
Bones and raise money for a
very good cause. War Child is
an organisation that works to
keep children affected by war
safe, give them an education
and hope for a better future.
War Child Australia is part of
the international War Child
family and partner of War Child
UK. This fat book is
chock-a-block with hilarious
stories, cartoons, comics, jokes
and much more that are bound
to tickle your funny bone.
• For ages 8+.

Don’t fence him in
Wheelchair athlete Thomas Rogers, 14,
competed in Amsterdam this month at
the International Wheelchair and
Amputee Sports Wheelchair Fencing
World Cup, where he was the youngest
competitor. The St Norbert College,
Queen’s Park, student was born with
spinal dysraphism.
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A PLAYFUL PANTO
In Roleystone Theatre’s December
pantomime, Dick Whittington and His Cat,
Dick heads to London with his cat to find his
fortune, become lord mayor and win the heart
of Alice Fitzwarren. But villainous King Rat
and Jack have other ideas. Fairies, townsfolk
and the Sultan of Morocco come to Dick’s aid.
Details/tickets: trybooking.com/BGCJO.

STAY TUNED

Come on a tour of Tassie with us
next week in ED!

ED! caught up with Thomas
before he jetted off to the
Netherlands.
Why did you take up fencing?
I met my coach, Tuko Maia, at
Telethon last year and saw it as
an opportunity to do something
unique. At first, I was enjoying
fencing as a basic activity but
then I started to think about
developing the sport in
Australia. I’m now looking at
fencing as my possible future
career.
How often do you train and
what skills are required?
I practice up to two hours, three
days a week. The main skills are
having an extremely fast
reaction speed. You need to
think about how you are going

to get the point or hit — repost
(block attack and counter attack
immediately), lunge (lean
forward) or just find an open
target on the body.
What are the basic rules?
Only hit above the “waist
count”, and don't hit anybody
without a mask on.
Is fencing a good sport?
I love wheelchair fencing. It’s
everything I would like from a
sport, including having
competitive opponents, being
quick-thinking, and having fun.
How long does a bout last?
In training, three to five minutes
and first to five, 10 or 15 points.
In competition, three minutes
and first to 15 points. If time

runs out, the person with the
most points win.

Thomas
Rogers

What are you most looking
forward to about competing
in the IWAS Fencing World
Cup?
I’m excited to compete against
other wheelchair fencers
because the current wheelchair
fencing program I’m in is still
being developed. The
competition features wheelchair
fencers from 34 countries. It’s
also exciting to travel to a place
I've never been before.
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